
Students   in   all   levels   may   demonstrate   behaviors   that   impede   their   learning   or   the   learning   of   others.   As   a   result,   they   may   require   a   Behavior   Support   Plan   (BSP)  
or   Behavior   Interven�on   Plan   (BIP)   regardless   of   programming   level.   
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Students   in   this   program   are   likely   to   have   limited   communica�on   and   learner   readiness   skills.   These   students   may   require   intensive   teaching   to  
target   the   establishment   of   a   communica�on   system,   express   their   basic   wants   and   needs,   respond   to   simple   instruc�on,   and   engage   in   a   variety  
of   play/instruc�onal   ac�vi�es   for   increasing   lengths   of   �me.   They   may   also   require   direct   and   systema�c   teaching   to   manipulate   classroom  
materials   appropriately.   Students   may   require   specific   teaching   in   the   following   learner   readiness   skills:   seeking   out   or   showing   interest   in   adults  
or   peers,   performing   simple   tasks   prior   to   receiving   reinforcement,   wai�ng   without   engaging   in   problem   behavior,   tolera�ng  
delay/denial/termina�on   of   desired   items,   and   coopera�ng   with   or   performing   tasks   related   to   health   and   safety.   Skills   targeted   in   this   area  
include   learning   to   par�cipate   within   a   group   se�ng   without   engaging   in   problem   behavior,   responding   to   instruc�ons   delivered   to   a   group   of  
students,   and   engaging   in   classroom   rou�nes   with   adult   support.   These   students   may   also   engage   in   problem   behaviors   that   require   the  
iden�fica�on   of   func�onally   equivalent   replacement   behavior   and   systema�c   interven�on   protocols   to   reduce   problem   behaviors   and   promote  
prosocial   behaviors.  

Instruc�onal  
Strategies  

Intensity   of   Instruc�on  
Instruc�on   in   this   classroom   should   incorporate   intensive   teaching   strategies   in   both   the   naturalis�c   and   structured   teaching   se�ngs.   Prac�ce  
with   targeted   skills   should   occur   daily   in   an   organized   and   planned   fashion,   with   clear   instruc�onal   targets,   and   best   prac�ce   behavioral   and  
educa�onal   interven�on   procedures   (e.g.,   discrete   trial   teaching,   promp�ng,   fading,   shaping,   transfer   of   s�mulus   control,   use   of   mo�va�ng  
opera�ons,   differen�al   reinforcement,   etc).   Data   on   student   performance   regarding   skill   acquisi�on   and   problem   behaviors   should   be   collected  
and   monitored   daily   to   ensure   that   data-based   decisions   regarding   teaching   strategies   can   be   implemented   as   necessary.  
 
Learning   Environment  
A   variety   of   learning   opportuni�es   should   be   provided   where   targeted   skills   can   be   prac�ced   within   a   natural   se�ng   (e.g.,   within   play,   during  
lunch   periods,   etc)   as   well   as   within   structured,   individualized   lesson   plans   that   con�nue   to   incorporate   mo�va�on.  
Instruc�on   may   include   pre-requisite   skills   required   to   par�cipate   in   a   group   se�ng.   Students   in   this   classroom   may   not   yet   be   able   to   acquire  
academic   skills   within   a   group   se�ng   but   will   require   explicit   instruc�on   in   related   skills   (e.g.,   wai�ng   for   access   to   preferred   ac�vi�es,   remaining  
seated   for   5   minutes   without   challenging   behavior,   a�ending   to   and   following   simple   instruc�ons   presented   to   a   group,   etc).   Group   instruc�on  
should   be   centered   around   highly   mo�va�ng   ac�vi�es   and   social   interac�ons.   These   students   should   par�cipate   in   learning   environments   with  
their   typically   developing   peers   as   determined   appropriate.   
 
Communica�on   Training  
All   students   in   this   classroom   should   be   working   toward   establishing   an   individualized   system   of   communica�on.   The   classroom   environment  
should   be   set   up   with   a   focus   on   crea�ng   meaningful   and   mo�va�ng   opportuni�es   for   students   to   develop   basic   communica�on   skills   across   a  
variety   of   child   lead,   teacher   directed   instruc�onal   ac�vi�es.   Students   may   require   consulta�ve   services   from   a   speech   pathologist   or   an   AT  
specialist   to   iden�fy   an   appropriate   communica�on   modality.  
 
Behavior   Reduc�on  
Func�on-based   Interven�ons   for   reducing   barriers   to   learning   should   be   incorporated   within   daily   instruc�on.   
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While   students   in   this   classroom   have   demonstrated   emerging   learning   and   language   skills,   their   academic   programs   should   focus   on   expanding  
these   skill   sets.   This   includes   con�nuing   to   focus   on   expanding   basic   communica�on   skills,   following   more   complex   instruc�ons,   developing   social  
and   verbal   interac�ons   with   peers,   establishing   group   skills,   par�cipa�ng   in   classroom   rou�nes,   and   acquiring   skills   with   less   intensive   teaching  
supports.   Students   may   require   specific   focus   on   increasing   independence   in   task   persistence   and   self   care   skills.   

Instruc�onal  
Strategies  

Intensity   of   Instruc�on  
Instruc�on   in   this   classroom   should   incorporate   intensive   teaching   strategies   in   both   the   naturalis�c   and   structured   teaching   se�ngs.   Prac�ce  
with   targeted   skills   should   occur   daily   in   an   organized   and   planned   fashion,   with   clear   targets,   and   best   prac�ce   behavioral   and   educa�onal  
interven�on   procedures   (e.g.,   discrete   trial   teaching,   promp�ng,   fading,   shaping,   transfer   of   s�mulus   control,   use   of   mo�va�ng   opera�ons,  
differen�al   reinforcement,   etc).   Some   skills,   including   both   acquisi�on   and   mastered   tasks,   should   be   taught   in   a   group   se�ng   both   within   the  
self-contained   and   the   general   educa�on   classrooms.   Direct   instruc�on   will   likely   be   required   to   teach   independence   across   all   skills   areas.   Data  
on   student   performance   regarding   skill   acquisi�on   and   problem   behaviors   should   be   collected   and   monitored   consistently   (daily   and/or   weekly)  
to   ensure   that   data-based   decisions   regarding   teaching   strategies   can   be   implemented   as   necessary.  
 
Learning   Environment  
A   variety   of   learning   opportuni�es   should   be   provided   where   targeted   skills   can   be   prac�ced   within   a   natural   se�ng   (e.g.,   within   play,   during  
lunch   periods,   etc)   as   well   as   within   structured,   individualized   lesson   plans   that   con�nue   to   incorporate   mo�va�on.  
These   students   may   begin   learning   new   skills   or   prac�cing   previously   acquired   skills   within   a   small   group   se�ng.   Students   should   regularly  
par�cipate   in   adult   facilitated   social   interac�on   and   learning   opportuni�es   with   typically   developing   peers   to   target   the   generaliza�on   of   skills  
into   more   natural,   lesser   restric�ve   environments.  
 
Communica�on   Training  
Students   in   this   classroom   should   have   an   established,   individualized   system   of   communica�on.   If   they   do   not,   one   should   be   iden�fied.   The  
classroom   environment   should   be   set   up   with   a   focus   on   crea�ng   meaningful   and   mo�va�ng   opportuni�es   for   students   to   develop   basic  
communica�on   skills   across   a   variety   of   child   lead,   teacher   directed   instruc�onal   ac�vi�es.   Students   should   be   learning   to   use   their  
communica�on   systems   to   request,   label,   and   respond   to   the   verbal   statements   of   others.   Students   may   require   consulta�ve   services   from   a  
speech   pathologist   or   an   AT   specialist   to   support   the   development   of   communica�on.  
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Although   students   in   this   classroom   have   likely   demonstrated   a   solid   founda�on   of   learner   readiness   skills   that   allow   for   more   advanced  
language,   social,   and   academic   instruc�on   within   the   general   educa�on   classroom   se�ng,   students   may   con�nue   to   regularly   demonstrate  
problem   behaviors   that   interfere   with   learning   or   other   barriers   to   learning   that   require   specific   planning   and   instruc�on   to   reduce   interference  
and   increase   prosocial   replacement   behaviors.   Students   in   this   class   may   demonstrate   a   level   of   knowledge   commensurate   with   their   peers.  
Students   may   require   direct   instruc�on   to   develop   appropriate   social   skills   related   to   peer   interac�on,   adap�ve   behavior,   and/or   learning  
behavior.  

Instruc�onal  
Strategies  

Intensity   of   instruc�on  
Instruc�on   within   this   se�ng   should   resemble   that   of   a   tradi�onal   early   childhood   learning   environment.   Instruc�on   may   focus   on   providing  
opportuni�es   to   teach   func�onally   equivalent   behavior   to   replace   targeted   problem   behavior.   Instruc�onal   opportuni�es   should   also   focus   on   the  
development   of   desirable   behavior   related   to   problem   behavior.   These   teaching   opportuni�es   should   occur   within   both   contrived   and   naturally  
occurring   situa�ons.   Students   may   require   some   addi�onal   small   group   instruc�on   related   to   deficits   in   pre-academic   skills   and/or   specific  
prosocial   behaviors   (e.g.,   social   skills,   remaining   engaged   in   group,   engaging   in   classroom   rou�nes,   etc).   Staff   should   plan   and   provide  
opportuni�es   for   students   to   generalize   these   skills   to   a   more   tradi�onal   learning   environment   (e.g.,   general   educa�on   classroom   se�ng).   
 
Learning   Environment  
Learning   opportuni�es   should   involve   tradi�onal   early   childhood   targets   for   learning   and   may   occur   in   a   small   or   whole   group   format.   The  
environment   should   allow   for   targeted   skills   to   be   prac�ced   within   a   natural   se�ng   (e.g.,   within   play,   during   lunch   periods,   etc)   as   well   as   within  
structured,   differen�ated   lesson   plans   that   con�nue   to   incorporate   mo�va�on   and   a   focus   on   acquiring   the   social   skills   necessary   for   the  
environment.   
 
A   low   staff   to   student   ra�o   allows   for   the   provision   of   opportuni�es   for   repeated   prac�ce   for   newly   introduced   skills.   A   lower   staff   to   student   ra�o  
will   also   allow   for   structured   opportuni�es   for   students   to   engage   in   independent   work   and   play   ac�vi�es   with   faded   adult   facilita�on   such   that  
students   are   able   to   remain   engaged   in   learning   ac�vi�es   during   less   structured   �mes   within   the   daily   schedule.   
 
Communica�on   Training  
Students   in   this   classroom   should   have   a   founda�on   of   communica�on   that   includes   reques�ng,   labeling,   and   emerging   conversa�onal   skills.  
Students   may   require   specific   instruc�on   in   applying   mastered   communica�on   skills   to   a   variety   of   social   se�ngs,   such   as   within   play   with   peers,  
during   group   instruc�on,   with   unfamiliar   adults,   etc.    Students   may   also   require   specific,   systema�c   instruc�on   in   using   communica�on   skills  
func�onally   in   place   of   problem   behavior.   
 
Behavior   Reduc�on  
Func�on-based   Interven�ons   for   reducing   barriers   to   learning   should   be   a   focus   within   daily   instruc�on.   Data   on   interfering   behavior   should   be  
collected   daily   and   graphed/analyzed   at   least   once   per   week.   
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Students   in   this   classroom   have   most   likely   demonstrated   a   founda�on   of   learner   readiness   skills   that   will   allow   for   more   advanced   language,  
social,   and   academic   instruc�on   within   the   larger   group,   general   educa�on   classroom   se�ng.   This   classroom   should   focus   on   expanding   students'  
language,   social,   and   academic   skills   using   research   based   teaching   strategies   designed   for   a   tradi�onal   early   childhood   classroom.   Students   in  
this   learning   environment   may   con�nue   to   require   implementa�on   of   an   individualized   behavior   plan   to   develop   func�onally   related   replacement  
behaviors   associated   with   barriers   to   learning.   The   focus   of   interven�on   should   be   on   expanding   conversa�on   skills,   expanding   mean   length   of  
u�erance,   developing   more   complex   requests   (such   as   requests   for   informa�on),   using   verbal   skills   in   socially   appropriate   ways,   increasing   peer  
interac�ons,   expanding   the   student’s   ability   to   par�cipate   and   learn   in   a   group   se�ng,   con�nue   to   develop   beginning   academic   skills,   increasing  
independence   across   the   school   day   with   both   task   persistence   and   self-directed   leisure   �me.   

Instruc�onal  
Strategies  

Intensity   of   instruc�on  
Instruc�on   in   this   classroom   should   u�lize   research   based   teaching   strategies   in   a   more   tradi�onal,   early   childhood   educa�on   se�ng,   similar   to  
that   of   typically   developing   peers.   Newly   introduced   skills   may   need   to   be   taught   in   a   manner   that   addresses   individual   student   learning   strengths  
and   needs,   while   differen�a�ng   task   presenta�on   to   a   student’s   specific   learning   style.    Students   in   this   classroom   are   able   to   learn   new   skills  
within   a   group   se�ng   but   may   require   repeated   prac�ce   to   demonstrate   skill   maintenance.   Students   may   also   require   specific   planning   to   target  
the   generaliza�on   of   newly   acquired   skills   across   contexts.   Student   performance   regarding   skill   acquisi�on   and   problem   behaviors   should   be  
collected   and   monitored   weekly   to   ensure   that   data-based   decisions   regarding   teaching   strategies   can   be   implemented   as   necessary.   Data   can   be  
collected   and   monitored   more   frequently   if   needed.   
 
Learning   Environment  
A   variety   of   learning   opportuni�es   should   occur   within   the   natural   environment   of   this   general   educa�on   classroom.   Structured   lessons   and  
individualized   accomoda�ons   can   be   implemented   as   necessary   for   students   to   acquire   specific   skills.   A   reduced   staff   to   student   ra�o   allows   for  
the   provision   of   opportuni�es   for   repeated   prac�ce   for   newly   introduced   skills.   A   reduced   staff   to   student   ra�o   will   also   allow   for   structured  
opportuni�es   for   students   to   engage   in   independent   work   and   play   ac�vi�es   with   faded   adult   facilita�on   such   that   students   are   able   to   remain  
engaged   in   learning   ac�vi�es   during   less   structured   �mes   within   the   daily   schedule.   
 
Communica�on   Training  
Students   in   this   classroom   should   have   an   established,   individualized   system   of   communica�on   that   can   include   picture   exchange,   AT   device,   sign,  
and/or   vocal   speech.   Students   may   require   specific   instruc�on   in   applying   mastered   communica�on   skills   to   a   variety   of   social   se�ngs,   such   as  
within   play   with   peers,   during   group   instruc�on,   with   unfamiliar   adults,   etc.   
 
Behavior   Reduc�on  
Func�on-based   Interven�ons   for   reducing   barriers   to   learning   should   be   incorporated   within   daily   instruc�on.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


